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The police need to establish effective co-operation with security companies for 

the internal provision of sports facilities during the provision of matches, in particular:

a) at the check-in of supporters; 

b) maintaining the order of the auditorium;

c) spotting disruptive supporters;

d) the operation of safety equipment; 

e) accompanying fans. 1

Closing Remarks

The article, which is intended to give a generous presentation of the system of Hun-

garian sports policing, does not go into detail about the rules and information related to 

sports policing, but it tries to describe the approach that permeates the regulatory system 

and practice of sports events in recent years. All things considered; the safety of sporting 

events can only be achieved because of wide-ranging social cooperation.
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law and on

de

co

ing the desired social results with legal authority rests solely on the discretion of the 

as a private legal entity, is entitled to apply a measure which has the same effect as 
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for criminal power in the field of stadiums, in the case of acts endangering the safety 

Keywords: sports safety, criminal law protection of sports events, action against 

sports hooliganism, disorderly conduct

mance enhan an in-

-controlled legal gam-

teams, and competitors they support is 

wh

useful activi-

The requirement of the ultima ratio nature of criminal law is a criterion related 

to the formation of the legal order of a state,

and police were given every means to make it safe to 

ever, there are at least two reasons why it is essential to provide criminal protection 

the professional use of all law enforcement tools, there – – hu-

would not have 

sufficient authority to act

and, in milder cases, the infringement law acts against persons who violate or en-

f these two 
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strict state 

control, no really large-

of the strengthe

has unfort

way, nor could decisive political actors go without word for the disruption of the ultras 

s

de 

of the pe

ment of criminal law protection against violence outside and inside stadiums took 

tect

-

criminal facts seemed to provide a sufficient oppor-

act

lence against national, racial, ethnic groups, and violence 

clearly violated the social 

to the legislature that events involving more serious harm do not arise out of nothing 

-

nctioning these acts will pave the way for the authorities to act with 

time, it is also clear from the reasoning of the laws that the legislator focused primarily 
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tion of criminal law1

The next and 

he audi-

events have 

ment goals include increasing attendance at sporting events, for which making them 

to protect these values, the 

from that time 

onwards, the legislature also included in the scope of disorderly conduct acts which 

endanger the atrocities of supporters against each other and the holding of a sporting 

event, which, although devoid of violence, on the one hand interfere with the holding 

the fa-

cility that is locked away from spectators or a specific group of spectators at a sporting 

-

-violent 

constitutes a crime if it endangers the holding of a sporting event or the physical integ-

rity of others

Of course, there are several

cally tai-

rotect sporting 

1
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provided that no injury occurs and that, given the circumstances of the offense, its

place and time, it is not

-arranged 

framework, the location of which falls outside the cities or in the deserted areas of the 

example,

the date, 

from i

for this three-and-a-half- ols that 

appeare

demonstrations that took place at that time, there were acts of violence against countless 

vealed that, according to the recognition of the legislator, who appears at an event covering 

his face has already arrived with the intention of unr

covers his face to

opinion it was premature to limit this case of disorderly conduct to 

The practice of law enforcement along the facts outlined earlier has shown that 

regula

Therefore, 

d

The sanctioning element of the criminal law protection of sporting events had to 

-
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for any criminal offense if the offender commits it in connection with the sporting 

event when attending, entering,

e where the act was committed 

is so relevant that it can take place at the venue of the sporting event or on the road to 

It can happen that a crime is committed even at the venue of a sporting 

event, not even in connection with the event itself

competent authorities, a connection with a

stole the fan scarf they owned from the victi

offense that the act was committed in connection with a sporting event1 The legal 

consequence of this sanction is that the co

event held in the competition system of any sports federation or from entering any 

sports facility when it serves as the venue for a sporting event held in the competition 

is no d 2

previous

sports

a g

p whether to apply 

consider

1

2 can range from one year to five years and t

law from 6 months to two years



109

already beyond their competence. If a person known to the organizers is not removed 

for this reason, but their identity is known, the exclusion may still apply to him/her.

Exclusion is a special institution of the Hungarian legal system. The organizer, as 

a private legal entity, is entitled to apply a measure which has the same effect as crim-

inal or infringement sanctions. With this, the state essentially privatized its claim for 

criminal power in the field of stadiums, in the case of acts endangering the safety of 

sports.

The Hungarian legal system also raises the enforcement of sanctions among pro-

tected legal subjects. It may happen that someone violates the rules of punishment im-

posed by a court for banning them from attending sporting events. This conduct is 

suitable for establishing a self-imposed infringement. This misdemeanor is a violation 

of the rules of ban by criminal law and the ban by administrative criminal law. This

made it possible to evade the criminal or infringement sanction.

5. Closing remarks

As a result of the legislative procedure started in 2000, the Hungarian regulations 

have reached the point where practically all human behavior that endangers or offends 

sports events can be sanctioned. The Hungarian legislature does not attach importance 

to whether an act is violent or not, but rather to the extent to which a given act affects 

the enjoyment value of the peaceful spectators of a sporting event. The attendance of 

Hungarian football matches may not be much higher than this, but this is due to the 

quality of the game rather than the safety of the events. 

There may be only one barrier to the use of available tools, and this is the attitude 

of the organizer that directing actions against factual but low risk acts adversely affect 

the experience of supporters (Bérces 2017). However, this kind of attitude mostly does 

not reflect the fan experience, but the fear of declining revenue levels. Within the fa-

cility, the primarily responsible body for maintaining order is not the police, but the 

organizer. It is therefore difficult to change this attitude, even if no legal justification 

can be put forward to protect it.
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